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Why healing happens 

Q If all things work for the good of the believer (Romans 8:28), what good is there for the 

presence of illness? 

In context of God 

To fulfill scripture 

Matthew 8:14-17 → Isaiah 53:4 Jesus healed many people as a fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy. 

To force judgment 

John 9:13-41 Jesus healed a blind man on the Sabbath in order to bring judgment by bringing people to a decision 

point. 

For God’s glory 

John 11:1-6, John 14:12 Jesus said the purpose of performing miracles in his name is to bring glory to the Father. 

Q Since God lets us have illness so we clarify our relationship with him, what should be 

the response from each of us during an illness? 

In context of Jesus 

Q Should we desire to follow the steps of what Jesus did in his healings?  

Q Could we actually do all of what Jesus did in his healings? 

Matthew 9:9-13, Matthew 9:35 Jesus healed out of compassion. 

Mark 2:13, Luke 19:1-10 Jesus knew that his mission was to find and save the lost. Jesus used healing as a 

metaphor. 

Jesus healed people as evidence of his primary purpose to bring salvation to the people of Israel. 

Jesus did not come to be the Messiah king and did not need healing to announce that. 

To show evidence as Messiah 

Matthew 9:1, Luke 5:17-26 Jesus forgave the sin of the paralytic and only healed him to prove his authority. 

Luke 7:18-23 The evidence of Jesus’ healing and raising the dead points to Jesus as Messiah. 

John 11:30-44 Jesus resurrected Lazarus so that they would know that God had sent him as the Messiah. 

To show his compassion for people 

Matthew 9:35-36, Matthew 14:13-14 Jesus healed people even when he was grieving. 

To do good works 

Mark 3:1-6, John 9:1-12 Jesus healed a man blind from birth so that He could display the works of God.  

Q Are we able to heal less because we aren’t the Messiah?  

Q Would we run the risk of being mistaken as a super-Christian if we did too much 

healing? 
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In context of us 

Q If you were present when someone received healing, would you (or did you) 

experience a boost in your ability to believe you might be able to pray for another to 

receive healing? 

To produce repentance 

Matthew 11:20-24 Jesus healed so that the people would respond with repentance. 

For increasing faith 

John 11:11-22 Jesus said that he was glad that he was not present when Lazarus died. 

Q What was the attitude of the people who responded with repentance when they saw 

Jesus healing others? Why don’t we do that? 

Natural order 

Q Can all types of healing including the natural growth of new cells be God’s hand 

working in our lives? 

Q Is the placebo response, being healed after taking an inactive substance, a way that 

God works in us? 

Why healing doesn’t happen 

Q Do you think that people who hear promises about healing but never actually see it, 

treat it like a marketing promise, like a soda that promises to taste better than anything 

you’ve ever had but doesn’t really stack up? 

Excuses 

God doesn’t want to or can’t? 

Mark 3:7-10 Jesus healed many people but withdrew from healing a crowd of people with diseases 

We can’t change God’s will? 

It’s our cross to bear? 

Luke 9:23 To follow Jesus you must deny yourself and be obedient every day in a struggle by making your own 

decision. 

We aren’t spiritually strong enough? 

Psalms 50:8-15 God doesn’t get mad at your sacrifices because it’s not useful to him. God owns every animal and 

bird on earth so doesn’t need them given back to him.  

Right reasons 

Q Why should we pray to God to heal us if God allowed us to have sickness? 
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Unbelief 

Mark 9:14-29*, Luke 9:37-43 Jesus is frustrated with the disciples’ lack of faith trying to exorcise a spirit in an 

epileptic boy. The spirit in the boy caused a grand mal fit when Jesus came near the boy. Jesus says it takes 

prayer. 

We want proof that the healer can do it 

Matthew 16:1-4, Luke 11:29* The Pharisees and Sadducees asked Jesus for a sign which he refused to give. 

A non-Christian tries to heal 

Acts 19:13-17 The non-Christian Jews exorcising evil spirits were not able to exorcise one demon. 

We depend on our works (prayers, declarations) 

Romans 8:17-22 We share in Christ’s sufferings in this world so that we may share in his glory in heaven. Our world is 

frustrated by God so that we will see the freedom of us who have been saved in heaven. 

We are never told that the promises of God are for us to claim on this earth. 

We pray only for believers 

Since God wants us to use healing to bring people into the Kingdom, we should see more people being healed if we pray for 

unbelievers. 

God is humbling us 

2 Corinthians 12:7-10 God gave Paul a health problem to keep him from getting conceited. 

God is disciplining us 

1 Corinthians 11:27-32 Taking communion with disrespect will cause weakness, sickness, and even death and is a 

discipline from God. 

We keep making ourselves sick / injuring ourselves 

According to the Center for Science in the Public Interest, the percentages of total deaths in 2016 for diet related problems 

was 19%, tobacco was 18%, and high blood pressure was 17%. High BMI, FPG and total cholesterol along with poor kidney 

functions made up 42% more. Alcohol and drug use made up 6% and air pollution 4%. 

Q How much sickness do you think might be avoided if we ate like we did 200 years ago 

and got more exercise? 

Do we have authority over sickness? 

Authority vs power 

Authority (exousia) is the capability of a force in control by a decision by someone. Power (dynamis) is the actual force of 

action. 

Q Are we empowered by God for anything? 

Who has authority on earth? 

Matthew 4:8-10 Satan offered Jesus the power of the world’s kingdoms if he would recognize Satan’s authority and 

worship him. Jesus did not refute his claim to the dominion of the earth. 

Matthew 28:18-19 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 

19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations… 

Satan has authority over the earth. Jesus has all authority on earth and heaven. But that doesn’t rule out anyone else from 

having authority. And it doesn’t say we have that authority but instead have a mandate. 
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What do we have authority over? 

Jewish law 

Matthew 16:19, Matthew 18:18-20 "I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven… 

What is being bound and loosed are issues of Jewish law in that they are forbidden or permitted. Common language by the 

Sanhedrin at the time. 

Living animals 

Gen 1:26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in 

the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals… 

Dominion over the animal kingdom is to properly manage the species so that they do not want for their food supply (talked 

about next). This a management responsibility not a power. 

Psalms 20:7-8 People trust in what they make or in animals they train, but we only trust God… 

Q So then, can we command the causes of disease since they are living animals, to leave 

our bodies? 

Satan 

1 John 4:4 … the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. 

We by the power of Christ in us have overcome the spirit of the world and therefore death. We do not have the power to use 

it in our own way. 

James 4:7 …Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  

Give yourselves in total service to God. Seek God, strive to do what is right, and God will strengthen you. As you try to 

become more holy, God will honor that and work with you more. In resisting the devil, you are choosing to not fail being 

tested.  

Q Do we have authority over Satan in this world before Jesus comes to defeat him? 

Why we lose authority 

James 4:3 When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get 

on your pleasures.  

Authority by atonement 

1 Peter 2:24-25.He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for 

righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have 

returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

Isaiah 53:5-6 We all like sheep gone astray… 

Q The Isaiah scripture says we are healed by his stripes. This could be interpreted as  

 a) literally meaning we are in the state of having been healed even though we 

don’t see it and have no evidence of it ,  

 b) a metaphor for our spiritual salvation, or 

 c) the author of Isaiah’s use of a physical torture to represent how far Jesus 

what willing to go so that Israel would understand he was the Messiah and eventually 

believe in him.  

Which one is most in line with what God wants for us? 

Context around “his wounds you have been healed” is about sin vs righteousness and going astray so that God would lay our 

sin upon Jesus so the healing here is spiritual. Peter is declaring that the atonement is completed by Jesus’ death and has 

frames our lives between living in sin and living for righteousness by following the commands of Jesus while we are on this 

earth. 
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Q If someone said they wanted you to make some soup and would supply all the 

important ingredients to you including meats of all kinds, stock of all kinds, and any 

kind of vegetable you wanted and that you would be richly rewarded by doing so, 

would you think that by making soup you would become rich from all the valuable 

shares of stock you would get? 

Q Charismatic and Pentecostal Christians often declare a future state of health in prayer. 

If we have been physically healed by his wounds, once we become a Christian, there 

should be no more sickness in us. It doesn’t say that Jesus’ wounds gave us the ability 

or the right to become healed. Why then do we have to declare it? 

Q In John 6:31-35 Jesus states that “He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he 

who believes in me will never be thirsty.” Should we as Christians understand this 

literally and declare that we no longer need to eat or drink just like we should declare 

that we are free of illness? 

Authority through generalization 

Generalization implies interpretation 

There are two styles of understanding the meaning of a text: authorial intent or reader response. The choice is based on your 

relationship to the author and the consequences of not choosing the authorial intent. 

Q Do you see God as the co-author of the Bible? There were two authors: God and man. 

Q Do think God intended to communicate a message to the readers of the scriptures? 

Can weapons forged against us prosper? 

Isaiah 54:16 God creates the person who makes weapons. God works havoc through the weapon maker. But Israel 

will always win in the end in battles and arguments. God gives this right to Israel as they obey him. 

Q Do the weapons talked about in Isaiah include God’s small creatures? 

Can we demolish Satan’s strongholds on us? 

2 Corinthians 10:3-6 We do not follow the ways of the world in spiritual warfare. The spiritual weapons we use are 

through divine power. We fight spiritually in arguments to convince others and ourselves about the truth. When we 

know the truth, we can detect when something is not of the truth. 

Paul was fighting by bringing the truth of the gospel through sound arguments about God. 

Will we all do what Jesus did and better? 

John 14:12 Jesus said those who believe in him will do greater works than he did. Jesus said that he will do anything 

you ask but you must obey his commands. 

But we won’t necessarily repeat the things that Jesus did. And how does Jesus judge what it greater in things to do? After all, 

he called children some of the greatest in the kingdom.  

Can we do what the disciples did? 

Luke 9:1-2 Jesus gave the 12 apostles both authority and power to heal including demon exorcism and other 

diseases. His purpose was the preach the kingdom of God. Luke 10:17-20 After the 72 returned from preceding 

Jesus to towns he would go to, they reported that demons would submit to them… 

So, their safety was alluded to as if they had been led through the Exodus desert where nothing harmed them. Jesus told the 

72 not to be proud that they had power to heal but that they were saved. 


